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A	B	S	T	R	A	C	T	

Regardless	 of	 whether	 it	 is	 forced	 or	 done	 willingly,	 migration	 is	 defined	 as	 a	 physical	
mobility	during	which	migrants	carry	 their	 identities	and	cultures	with	 them.	Therefore,	 in	
this	 respect,	 the	 phenomenon	 of	 migration	 also	 expresses	 a	 cultural	 and	 identity	
mobility.	For	 this	 reason,	 the	 first	 meeting	 moments	 of	 the	 displaced	 migrants	 and	
the	 local	 communities	 that	 host	 them	 for	 various	 reasons,	 and	 the	 experiences	 they	 had	
during	 these	encounters	 constitute	 an	 important	part	of	 the	ongoing	migration	process.	 In	
this	 encounter,	 various	 areas	 of	 harmony	 and	 conflict	 may	 emerge	 and	 these	 areas	 are	
subject	 to	 change	 and	 transformation	 over	 time.	 The	 first	 encounter	 of	migrant	 and	 local	
communities	emerges	as	an	 important	 field	 of	 study	 that	 should	 be	 addressed	 in	 terms	
of	 the	 future.	 This	 study	focuses	 on	 the	 mass	 migration	 from	 Syria	 to	 Türkiye,	 which	
started	 in	 2011	 due	 to	 compelling	 reasons,	 the	 first	 encounter	 experiences	 and	
changing	 perceptions	 during	 this	migration	wave.	 In	 this	context,	 in	 the	sample	of	Harran	
University	 students;	 Semi-structured	 interviews	 were	 conducted	 with	 eight	 local	 young	
students	 and	 eight	 Syrian	 students	 who	migrated	 to	 Türkiye	 with	 their	 first	 encounter	
experiences	 and	 changing	 perceptions.	 The	 findings	 obtained	 from	 the	 interviews	 were	
discussed	 under	 the	 titles	 of	 "Mixed	 Contacts,	Grouping,	 Stigma	 and	 Uncertainty"	 in	 the	
context	 of	 Erving	 Goffman	 and	 Zygmunt	 Bauman	theories.	 	 In	the	first	years	of	the	forced	
migration	process,	it	was	determined	that	there	was	no	 grouping	 in	 both	 the	 local	 and	 the	
migrant	 society,	 especially	 in	 the	 local	 society	 where	 solidarity	 and	 empathy	 prevailed.	
However,	 during	 the	 process,	 there	were	 various	 problems	 between	 asylum	 seekers	 and	
local	 communities;	 It	 turns	 out	 that	 “we”	 and	 “them”	 groups	were	 formed.	 This	 situation	
has	 also	 led	 to	 stigmatization	 practices	 against	 asylum	 seekers	and	migrants.	In	addition	to	
all	 these,	 it	 has	 been	 concluded	 that	 the	misconceptions	 between	 both	 communities	 have	
accelerated	the	processes	of	mutual	separation	and	marginalization.	




